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continuous extortion. The mobility of peasants was another
factor which was operating in those times, but which is totally
absent today. Migration in search of better conditions was
a powerful instrument in their hands against oppression. This
condition arose as a result of plentiful supply of arable land.
Many inscriptions47 of the time prove this. Thus an inscription
belonging to Vijayanagar times found, in the Hanuman
temple in the village, of Kautalam in Kurnool district throws
an interesting side-light It says that the ryots emigrated in
a body across the Tungabhadra on account of the exactions
made from them by the king. Then the king promised that
if they would return and again cultivate their land they would
be protected from further mal-treatment.48 Moreover the
concept of demand for land has a great thing to say. Many
inscriptions of the period point out to the fact that land used
for agricultural purposes had a greal demand. Reclamations,
sale and mortgage deeds,49 as recorded HI inscriptions prove
that land in those days commanded a value. The
assessment on the land was moderate. People were
generally happy and prosperous.

The Attavana Vyavahara Tantra reveals the
existence of the following rates as state demands.50
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